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Parallel Structure
Parallel structure refers to the use of the same pattern in words to show the ideas have the same level of importance as well as to provide clarity for the reader. This can happen at the word, phrase, or clause level. The usual way to join parallel structures is with the use of coordinating conjunctions and a comma.

Parallel structure using 
· Gerunds (-ing)

· The students were laughing, running, and playing while the teacher was gone.
· Infinitive phrases

· Before her trip, Rebecca needed to shop, to pack, and to clean.

· Before her trip, Rebecca needed to shop, pack, and clean.
(Note: You can use the “to” before all the verbs or just the first one)

· Clauses

· The teacher told the students they should get a lot of rest, they should eat a good breakfast, and they should study for the exam.

· The teacher told the students they should get a lot of rest, eat a good breakfast, and study for the exam.
(Note: You can use the subject of the clause before each or just for the first one)
